His Family
political feeling ran high he contrived to be on terms of
intimate friendship with both Whigs and Tories, and could
count on the affection of Swift, Addison, Steele, Congreve,
Pope, and Gay, Yet he was moody, either in a state of elation
or of depression: "the most capable man/' wrote Oliver
Goldsmith in his Life, " to make the happiness of those whom
he conversed with, and the least able to secure his own/'
His wife, a beautiful and amiable lady, died when he was
thirty-two years of age, and thereafter a melancholia settled
upon him, and he became mentally disordered* He suddenly
died at Chester in 1717, when on his way from London to
Ireland, and was buried there, in his thirty-eighth year,
having been predeceased by his two sons* Thus perished
the first of the Irish Parnells*
" His work/' says a writer in the Dictionary of National
Biography f " is marked by sweetness, refined sensibility,
musical and fluent versification, and high moral tone/*
His Life of Homer was prefixed to Pope's translation of the
Iliad, and Pope was indebted to him for much assistance
in his own work, a debt which he discharged by editing an
edition of his poems* Dr* Johnson discreetly, perhaps
reluctantly, praised him, saying, 4* He is sprightly without
effort, and always delights, though he never ravishes/' *' It
is impossible to say whether they [his poems] are the pro-
ductions of nature so excellent as not to want the help of art,
or of art so refined as to resemble nature/' The poet's
property in Queen's County, as well as some that he had in
England, now passed into the possession of his brother, John,
the lawyer, who had settled at Rathleague in Queen's County*
He was " a man of great integrity and most amiable character/*
and though he achieved no personal distinction, he was the
progenitor of several distinguished men, to whom he did the
important service of leaving his fortunes itx better condition
than they were when he received them,
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